
Board Meeting 

Monday April 5th, 2010 

1:00 pm, Mary Kaplan   

 

Club Meeting 

7:00 pm. Thursday   

April 8th 2010 

Tom Fong 

Demonstration  and meeting 
at the Encino Community  
Center 4935 Balboa Blvd. 

Encino, CA 

 

Paint-Out 

Henry Fukuhara  

Manzanar Workshop  

May13-17 2010 

see page 3 
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VWS Calendar 

Workshop 

Tom Fong, Artist-Instructor, a 
native Californian, graduated 
from the University of South-
ern California with a Bache-
lor of Science Degree in In-

dustrial Design.  

    He paints bold, spontane-
ous, and direct. His watercol-
ors have been juried into 
National Exhibitions. Tom's 
work has been featured in 
The Artist's Magazine, Wa-
tercolor artist, American Art-
ist, and was included in an 
article "20 Great Teachers" 
in the collector's edition of 

Watercolors by the Ameri-
can Artist. He was also fea-
tured in "North Light Books, 
Splash 6" and in "My 
Friends, Today's Great 
Masters”, Jack Richeson 

Fine Arts Series. 

    Tom teaches at various 
colleges and conducts na-
tional and international 
workshops, including the 
American Artist and the 
Artist Magazine Trade 
Show workshops, The 
Palm Springs Desert Mu-
seum Workshop and The 

San Diego Watercolor So-
ciety Workshop. He contin-
ues to be a guest instruc-
tor for The Yosemite Na-

tional Park Association.  

     He has conducted Wa-
tercolor Demonstration 
Series for Watercolor West 
and The National Water-
color Society. Tom has 
earned Signature Member-
ship in Watercolor West, 
where he served as Presi-
dent. He gives watercolor 
demonstrations, conducts 
workshops, and judges art 

shows upon request. 

Demonstration April 8th,2010 

 

Friday April 16,2010  

Tom Fong 

9 am to 4 pm 

Prince of Peace Church 

9440 Balboa Blvd.  

Northridge, 

Contact Lois Hill,  

(818) 343-3084 

email: Littleloves@socal.rr.com 



 April is here and with it 
comes the showers to bring 
May flowers.  Springtime is 
beautiful – with all the trees 
and bushes in bloom.  This 
season makes me feel 
happy – even when I am not. 

    Being happy doesn’t come 
naturally to everybody.  But it 
is your birthright to be happy 
and to choose happiness 

every day.  Our lives are rich with potential 
sources of happiness, but sometimes we be-
come victims of negative thinking because we 
believe that focusing on all that has gone 
wrong will provide us with the motivation we 
need to face the challenges of survival.  When 
we choose to focus on what makes us happy, 
however, a shift occurs in the fabric of our exis-
tence.  Finding something to be happy about 
every single day can help this shift take place.  
The vantage points from which we view the 
world are brought into balance and we can see 
that being alive truly is a gift to be savored.  

There is always something we can be happy 

about – it is simply up to us to identify it. 

    Happiness may not always come easily into 
your life.  To make joy a fixture in your exis-
tence, you must first accept that it is within 
your power to choose happiness over unhap-
piness every single day.  Then, each time you 
discover some new source of happiness, the 
notion that the world is a happy place will find 
its way more deeply into your heart. 

“A positive attitude may not solve all your 
problems, but it will annoy enough people to 
make it worth the effort.”  Herm Albright. 

    On this day, find one thing to be happy 
about and let it fill your heart. 

“I tell you, the more I think, the more I feel that 
there is nothing more truly artistic than to love 
people.”  Vincent van Gogh. 

    With happiness in our heart during this glori-
ous season, let’s get painting and make a 
beautiful and powerful statement about who 
we are.  AND AS ALWAYS, HAPPY PAINT-

ING!!    Marie   

P R E S I D E N T S  M E S S A G E  

V A L L E Y  W A T E R C O L O R  S O C I E T Y  N E W S L E T T E R      

 
 
VWS BOARD  -  2009-2010 
There are a few more positions 
open, please consider them and 
volunteer. 
 
President - Marie Burdick 

1st VP – Programs, Mich Laski 

2nd VP – Membership, Barbara Hope 
- Phyllis Solcyk,  Member Directory, 
Mich Laski, Jurying-In, Darlene Libby 

3rd VP – Exhibits, Veronica Stensby  
Committee: Barbara Schade, David 
McCully, Debi McDonald, Mich Laski, 
Gail Green, Valya Hristova 

Secretary - Barbara Gifford 

Treasurer - Sue Sackett, Co-Chair 
Ruth Myers, Intern Gail Green 

Workshops - Lois Hill;  

Newsletter - Peggy Reid  

Publicity - Janet Snodgrass 

Historian - Dot Conlon 

Parliamentarian - Laura Long    

Hospitality - Sylvia Simpson, Co-
Chair Open Position     Committee: 
Elayne Volman, Yvonne Zellmer,  

Student Achievement Awards - 
Ruth Lupul, Co-Chair Sara Coyle 

Paint-outs  David Deyell 

Drawings – Co-Chairs :Mary Kaplan, 
Needs help     

Media Specialist - Dennis Belenson - 
Need Intern,  

Video Rental - Guy Newell, Co-Chair 
-Open Position 

Society Show - Claudia Dahlsten  

VIVA Rep , Dori Marler 

Webmaster  Barbara Hope 
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Claudia Dahlsten was our 
MarchSoc ie t y  Show w in -
ner .Congratulations  she won a 
$10.00 prize, This could be yours. 
Just bring a painting to next 
months VWS meeting  and the 
demonstrator will pick their favor-
ite. Because of limited space we 
ask you only bring one painting 
per month. 

V I V A  G A L L E R Y  N E W S  

VWS BUSINESS 

VWS will soon be winding down 
for the summer break. Before 
that happens here are a couple 
of items the VWS Board would 

like draw your attention to:  

1.) Dues are due in June, you 
may pay your dues now through 
June. Being a paid member 
active member will allow you to 
particaite in the summer shows 
at VIVA.Phyllis Solcyk will be the 
new membership chair send all 
membership renewals to: 
Phyllis Solcyk 20223 Labrador 
St., Chatsworth,CA 91311  

 2.) All DVD rentals need to be 
turned in by June (for inven-
tory and updating during sum-

mer. 

3.) There are several Board 
positions that need to be filled. 
Marie Burdick term as presi-
dent ends in June, so we need  
the Presidents position filled. 
We need a chairperson for the 
DVD rentals, Guy Newall is 
stepping down. We also need  
committees for both  Plein Aire 

and Hospitality. 

VIVA has a special opportunity 

Every once in awhile, VIVA is 
lucky enough to receive a gift of 
extraordinary art. Ruth Myers 
presented VIVA with an exquisite 
Tony Couch watercolor, which we 

have recently had matted and 
framed. This large watercolor 
came from the estate of Wini-
fred Wills. Our board decided 
that we should raffle off this 
work of art and since it is such 

a unique painting, we will be 
giving you the opportunity to 
purchase tickets until the end 
of our All Group Exhibit (July 
17, 2010). Tickets will cost 

$2 each or 3 tickets for $5. 

April new member 

Mary Rose Wright 

9656 Green Verdugo Dr 

Sunland CA 91040 

Phone: 818-951-8124 

Email: xubrnt@gmail.com   

Got News?  Please send  all 
your information - who, what, 
why, and when did it happen  
- to  VWS Newsletter editor 

peggyreid99@sbcglobal.net 

http://us.mc818.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=xubrnt@gmail.com
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Jeanne Hyland:  2-day work-
shop Monday & Tuesday, June 
14 & 15th, 2010; 9AM–3:30PM.  
“Watercolors Without Mats & 
Glass” at Brand Library Studios 
(Glendale, CA);  2-day Wednes-
day & Thursday, June 16th & 
17th, 2010 “How Do I Finish 
That Portrait?” Workshop at 
Brand Library Studios (Glendale, 
CA) & 9AM–3:30PM. To register, 
call 818.548.2184 or email me 
jhylanddes@earthlink.com for 

specific information and sign up.  

M E M B E R S  N E W S  

L E A R N  S O M E T H I N G  N E W  

A P R I L  2 0 1 0  

David McCully had his painting,” 
The Jade Bridge” accepted for the 

NWS members show  

PORTRAIT IN WATERCOLOR, 
the exploration of contemporary 
and traditional approaches to 
the portrait and figure. 8 Weeks 
Fee: $95 Instructor: Valya Hris-
tova 1300.205 Brand Studios 
3/29 M 12:30-3:30 p.m  http://

www.parks.ci.glendale.ca.us 

On April 6, 2010 Rea Nagel is 
starting an other new art class in 
watermedia.  We are a small class 
with personal assistance in all your 
creative efforts.  We work in water-
colors also assisted in inks, acrylics 
and other mixed media.  Come join 
the fun at Viva Gallery on Tuesday 
afternoons from 12:30 to 3:30.  Call 
me or email me for a supply 
list.  Rea Nagel 818 908 

5919  reanagel@mac.com 

Selina Cheng and Susan Ge-
sundheit have a reception with 
eight artists in "The Color 
8" Sunday, April 11, 2010, 1-4 
pm.  Show runs April 11 - May 8, 
2010.  Gallery hours: Wed-Sat, 
noon - 4 pm.La Cienega Art, 814 
North La Cienega Blvd, Los Ange-

les. 

Phyllis Solcyk is having a one 
person show In Buenaventura's 
Harbor Village Gallery.  The show 
opens March 31st till May 9th. The 
reception is Friday April 9th, 5:00 
to 8:00 P.M The address is 1591 
Spinnaker Dr. Suite 117C (near 

the large back lawn). 

Mc Groarty arts Center in Tujunga is 
now taking registrations for the 
Spring session, which runs from 
April 2nd till May 27th.   The phone 
# is (818)352-5285, and the website 
is www.mcgroartyartscenter.org  
Sheri Garwood is teaching 2 water-
color classes;  "Nature and Still 
Life", and "Painting People".  A copy 
of the lesson plans with photos of 
demos from the Winter session is 
on file in the office, if you want to 
see what the  "People" class will be 

like! 

Brenda Swenson’s Up Coming 
VIVA Gallery Workshops: 3-Day 
Workshop, May 7, 8, & 9, 2010, 
Sketching with Watercolor, , 3-
Day Workshop July 23, 24, & 
25, 2010, Negative Painting 
with Watercolor both at VIVA 
Gallery, Sherman Oaks, CA 
Contact Brenda at (626) 441-
6562 or Brenda@ Swenson-
sArt.net June 12-26, 2010 , Li-
moux, Southern France , Wa-
tercolor Travel Workshop Con-
tact Brenda at (626) 441-6562 or 
Br en da @ S we n son s Ar t . ne t  
Website: www.mont faucon-

tours.com  ARTIST RETREAT: Synthe-
tism, Led by Quinton Bemiller, 

MFA Saturday, May 15, 2010  

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. $60 per 
person.  Space limited to 10 
people. Hosted by Veronica 
Stensby, TARZANA, CA. 
R S V P  R e q u i r e d :  v e z -
z o s a @ e a r t h l i n k . n e t  o r 
818.342.2554About the Re-
treat: Synthetism was a con-

cept of painting popular 
among Post-Impressionists 
including Gauguin, Bernard, 
Anquetin, Bernard and others.  
It is still applicable to painting 
today, bringing together Ob-
servation of Nature, Art/Color 
Theory and Personal Expres-
sion.  Lectures, Demonstra-
tions, Exercises and an inspir-
ing Botanic Garden will make 
this an artistically fulfilling day.  
All media/All levels welcome.  
Inquire for further details. 
Quinton Bemiller Website: 
http://www.artslant .com Mo-
bile: 626.590.5584 Home/
Mailing Address: 2929 Rhode-
lia Avenue. Claremont, CA 

91711-4158 

JOIN US FOR THE 13th Annual                 
Henry Fukuhara Manzanar Workshop  

Organized by Al Setton ; assisted by Michele 
Pearson, Dan Dickman, Ron Libbrecht 2010 
Dates: Saturday, May 15 to Monday, May 17. 
Optional Days: May 13, 14 
Schedule: Thursday May 13 Paint-out in Inde-
pendence 
Friday May 14 Paint-out + Lunch at Spainhower 
Anchor Ranch (at site of Mel Gibbs, James Gar-
ner movie “Maverick”) 
Saturday May 15: Workshop at Alabama Hills 
with Demo and Crit.  
Sunday May 16: Paint-out at Manzanar with 
Demo and Crit  
Monday May 17: Paint-out at Keeler on Monday 
with Demo 
More information will be sent after you enroll You 
will need to make your own travel and accommo-
dation plans. We have reserved a block of rooms 
of various configurations at the Best Western 
Frontier Motel in Lone Pine (1-760-876-5571). 
Mention that you are part of the Henry Fukuhara 

group for the group rate. Other motels in Lone 
Pine include the Comfort Inn (1-877-424-6423), 
Dow Villa (1-800-824-9317) and Mt. Whitney Motel 
(1-760-876-4207).There will be a chuckwagon 
lunch at the Spainhower Ranch on Friday, for $12 
a person. Payment must be made in advance. 
Please include a check made out to Al with your 
Registration if you wish to attend. If you need addi-
tional information, please call Michele Pearson 
(310) 394-8064 or cell (310) 663-9582 or Al Setton 
(310) 428-0051, asetton64@gmail.com.Mail en-
rollment form and $75 check payable to APC Fine 
Arts to: Michele Pearson, 1244 12th Street #5, 

Santa Monica, CA 90401 

Henry Fukuhara Manzanar Workshop                                                     

The Tradition Keeps Going May13-17 

Spring Session at the Brand, 
Peggy Reid instructor,               
8 weeks starts Tuesdays 4/6,                
classes, Brand Art Studios -
Glendale 1300.207  time 9:00 
a.m.-12:00 noon;   1300.208 
time 12:30 - 3:30 pm.; 
www.parks.ci.glendale.ca.us; 

http://us.mc818.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=reanagel@mac.com
mailto:Brenda@SwensonsArt.net
mailto:Brenda@SwensonsArt.net
mailto:Brenda@SwensonsArt.net
http://www.montfaucontours.com/
http://www.montfaucontours.com/
http://www.artslant/
http://www.parks.ci.glendale.ca.us/


Workshop Policies 

1.) To Save your place in a workshop: You must 
pay at sign up of the workshop.    

2.) Upon your request your check will be either be 
held  until the month of the workshop or cash right 
away. 

3.) There will be a cancellation fee of 25% (of 
the total workshop fee) if you cancel less than 
7 days prior to workshop - unless we can fill 

your spot.  

4.) For a special 5-day workshop we need a 
deposit of 50% of the total workshop fee with 
sign up. These workshops are with Artists that 
come from out of town and special arrange-
ments have to be made for their visit. We 
need your up front money to fulfill those 
obligations. Full amount is due 60 days prior 
to the workshop. No refund will be made after 
60 days prior to these special workshops - 
unless your spot can be filled.  

5.) Any workshop maybe canceled if there are 
less than 10 participants; or the demonstrator 
and /or the location (place where the work-
shop was to be held) cancels.         

framed piece for the event.  They will 
take NO commission in exchange for 
the use of the image on the cover of 
the program.  A committee of parks 
administration and Kiwanis board 
members will select the winning 
entry.  Entries must be received by 
April 30th.Digital Images can be sent 
to Terri Balady (818 -576-1545) at 
terribalady@aol.com for forwarding. 
This is an excellent opportunity for 

local exposure.   

C O M P E T I T I O N S  -  C A L L  F O R  E N T R I E S  

V W S  W O R K S H O P S  

Thank-You for your 

The workshops fill up fast and we 
would not want to miss out. Lois Hill 
at (818) 343-3084                                                                                     

email: littleloves@socal.rr.com  

2010 -  Schedule 

Tom Fong - Workshop, Fri Apr 16, 
2010 

Lian Zhen - Workshop, Fri & Sat 
May 14 & 15,  

Debi McDonald - Workshop, Fri 
June 18, 2010 

PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarize  -[plagiarius, kidnapper] – to take (ideas, 
writings, etc.) from another and pass them off as 
one’s own – plagiarism, plagiarist, plagiarizer.  -  
Websterôs NEW WORLD Dictionary 

It is time to discuss plagiarism and original works of art as 
it relates to Valley Watercolor Society – and all other art 

organizations and societies.  

VWS has strict policies regarding the submittal of original 
art work into juried art exhibits, as does VIVA and all 
other artists organizations.  All “Call for Entry” forms 
contain a statement affirming that the art being submitted 
is the artist’s own original work. By signing the entry 
form, the artist acknowledges that the work is their 
own and not one of the following:  

Work done in a workshop 

Copies of other artists work 

Copies of photographs from other artists, 

magazines, or newspapers 

Recognizable copies of someone else’s work 

(paintings and/or photos) 

Recent events, as well as those in the past, bring up the 
need to address this situation.  VIVA has requested that 
each of the four founding organizations discuss the 
problem of plagiarism with their club members.   Plagia-
rism and copyright violations are a danger both to VWS 
and VIVA, as well as any gallery accepting work passed 
off as original.  Works of art may be rejected or removed 
from an exhibit and proof of reference material may be 

required to establish that the work is the artists own.   

The seriousness of these offenses may lead to an artist 
being banned from entering any future VWS and VIVA 

exhibits. 

For further information on copyright law, visit the United 
States Copyright Office online at http://www.copy 

right.gov/.  Marie Burdick, VWS President, 8-14-09 

Deadline – April 8, 2010 for slide, 
CD and email submissions.  “The 
Art of Landscape 2010”   Studio 
Elena Roché announces a call to 
artists for a Juried Exhibition and 
Sale dedicated to landscape 
painting.  This is a search for art-
ists.  Juried by accomplished plein
-air painter Frank Serrano and 
sponsored by Topanga Canyon 
Inn Bed and Breakfast-Art Gallery 
this competition is open to all rep-
resentational artists that can hand 
deliver or ship their artwork to 
Topanga, CA.  The exhibit will be 
on view from April 20-May 10, 
2010 with a Champagne Recep-
tion and Awards Ceremony on 
Sunday, April 25.  Only artwork 
created in the past three years in 
the mediums of oil, pastel, water-
color, colored pencil, charcoal and 
graphite pencil will be considered.  
$25 for first entry, $10 for each 
additional entry.  Deadline – April 
8, 2010 for slide, CD and email 
submissions.  For questions and 
to request the official entry form, 
e m a i l  e l e n a r o c h e @  e l e -

naroche.com. 

The Chatsworth Fine Arts 
Council's  Annual Depot Art 
Show will be presented on June 
13th this year.  The Sunday 
10am to 5pm show offers two 
opportunities for artists to partici-
pate, an outdoor 10' X 10' indi-
vidual artist space, and an in-
door single-piece-entry, themed-
exhibit.  The "A Western View" 
themed exhibit will award cash 
prizes.  Artists participating in 
the main outdoor show are eligi-
ble for A People's Choice Favor-
ite Artist Award.  Entry deadline 
for the indoor themed exhibit is 
5/31/2010.  The outdoor show is 
open until full.  To request a 
prospectus email chatsworth-
arts@att.net or call 818 772-

Deadline June 16, 2010.  

39 Annual BRAND National 
Juried Exhibition of Works on 
Paper 

Please visit the Brand Library Art 
Galleries webpage www.brandlibr 
ary.org for more information and a 
copy of the prospectus. Brand Li-
brary & Art Center is now on FACE-
BOOK! 1601 West Mountain Street 
Glendale, CA 91201 phone: 818-548
-2051, Gallery Open: Tue & Thu 12 - 

8 pm / Wed 12 -6 pm / Fri & Sat 10-5  

Deadline April 5, 2010 

The Richeson 75: International 
Still Life & Floral 2010 Art Compe-

tition 

Richeson School of Art & Gallery, a 
division of Jack Richeson & Co., 
Inc., Competition . Seventy-five two-
dimensional works of art and sev-
eral alternates will be selected to 
represent the finest examples of 
painting and drawing being pro-
duced by today’s visual artists.BEST 
IN SHOW - $3,000 CASH AWARD; 
3 FIRST PRIZES - $1,000 Richeson 

Art Materials Certificates 

3 SECOND PRIZES - $500 
Richeson Art Material Certificates. 
The three categories for entries are: 
Oils, Oil Pastel & Paintstiks; Pastels 
& Drawing/Dry Media and Water 
Media/Other (Printmaking, Mixed 
Media etc.). No photography, elec-
tronic/computer generated/assisted 
or 3-D is eligible for this competition. 
NEW IN 2010: Artists May enter up 
to 3 works in each eligible category 
(see “Eligibility” above), but a maxi-

Deadline May 30, 2010 

Richeson 75: International Fig-
ure / Portrait 2010 Art Competi-

tion 

Seventy-five two-dimensional 
works of art and several alternates 
will be selected to represent the 
finest examples of painting and 
drawing being produced by today’s 
visual artists. BEST IN SHOW - 
$3,000 CASH AWARD 3 FIRST 
PRIZES - $1,000 Richeson Art 

Materials Certificates, 3 SECOND 
PRIZES - $500 Richeson Art Material 
Certificates The three categories for 
entries are: Oils, Oil Pastel & Paint-
stiks; Pastels & Drawing/Dry Media and 
Water Media/Other (Printmaking, Mixed 
Media etc.). No photography, electronic/
computer generated/assisted or 3-D is 
eligible for this competition.wards: . Only-
work actually exhibited in the Richeson 
75: Figure / Portrait 2010 show will be 
eligible for an award. Awards will be 
presented at the Opening Reception for 
the exhibit to attend the reception. Final-
ists & Alternates will be featured in our on
-line Virtual Gallery along with information 
on the artist and will include a link to each 
artist’s website if one exists. Jurors/
Judging: Terry Howell Stanley, PSA, artist 
and Director of Richeson School of Art & 
Gallery and a committee. Download PDF 
www. r icheson75 .com /p rospectus 
Richeson 75: Figure/Portrait 2010, 

Richeson School of Art & Gallery, PO 

Box 160, Kimberly, WI 54136-0160 

Deadline: April 30th Art in the 
Park, Northridge Kiwanis annual 

Salute to Recreation event. It is a 
three day event. June 4-5-6 at the 
Northridge Park. The theme this year 
is on tropical, Hawaiian, colorful. They 
are requesting that the artwork be for 
sale as they would like to highlight the 

mum of 7 artworks total. Entry fee is 
$30 for the first entry and $10 per 
additional entry, up to a maximum 
total of 7 total entries. Download 
PDF www.riche son75.com/
prospectus Richeson 75: Still Life 
2010, Richeson School of Art & 
Gallery, PO Box 160, Kimberly, WI 

54136-0160 

http://www.copyright.gov/
http://www.copyright.gov/
http://www.richeson75.com/prospectus
http://www.richeson75.com/prospectus
http://www.richeson75.com/prospectus

